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Rogersville and
Powder Springs

NARRATIVE

On April 2-4, 1864 a Union reconnaissance under the
command of Brig. Gen. Thomas Wood scouted the valley
between Powder Springs and Rogersville to determine the
position of Maj. Gen. James Longstreet’s Corps that had
moved north into Virginia.

HISTORICAL THEMES

EXPLANATION OF ATTACHMENTS/VIDEO:

N/A

LINKS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

N/A

COUNTY:

Grainger

DATE:

4/2-4/1864

GEO COORDINATES:

36.4073° N,
83.0054° W
36.2537° N,
83.6696° W

PRESERVATION
OPPORTUNITY INDEX:

LOW

CONFEDERATE UNITS:

N/A

UNION UNITS:

3rd Division, 4th Army
Corps



April 2, 1864 - April 4, 1864 - Reconnaissance, Powder Springs' Gap to Rogersville &
Bull's
Gap
APRIL 2-4, 1864.-Reconnaissances from Powder Springs Gap toward
Rogersville and Bull's Gap, Tenn.
Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Wood, U. S. Army, commanding Third
Division, Fourth Army Corps.



HDQRS. THIRD DIVISION, FOURTH ARMY CORPS, Powder Springs
Gap, April 3, 1864—3 p. m.
GEN.: Both of my reconnaissances have returned. Col. Anderson, with six
regiments of infantry and a detachment of cavalry, was sent up this valley with
instructions when he reached the forks of the road above Rutledge (one road
leads up the valley, the other across the Holston toward Bull's Gap, &c.) to
leave a regiment there; to send three regiments of infantry and a part of the
cavalry up the valley to Bean's Station, and two regiments and the remainder of
the cavalry to the Holston. These instructions were carried out. The citizens
informed him that the cavalry had left Rogersville early last week, and they all
concurred in the opinion that Longstreet's forces had been withdrawn toward
Virginia. Col. Anderson talked with a Mr. Smith, a well-known Union man
above Rutledge, who told him he believed Longstreet's forces had or were
leaving the State, because all the rebel citizens believed it and were much
depressed about it. Col. Kneeler was sent with three regiments of infantry up
Clinch Valley. He went up the valley to a point opposite and north of Bean's
Station. He saw no enemy. He was informed that the companies of Home
Guards which he encountered there on his former reconnaissance had joined
the cavalry at Rogersville, and left with it. The citizens told him the cavalry left
Rogersville last Tuesday, and the reported destination was Georgia. He could
obtain no definite information in regard to Longstreet's movements. The party
which I started to Cumberland Gap on Thursday last [March 31st] has just
returned. . . The party passed through Tazewell going and returning, but saw no
enemy. Col.'s Anderson and Kneeler report the roads they marched over as
execrable.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
TH. J. WOOD, Brig.-Gen. of Volunteers, Cmdg.
POWDER SPRINGS GAP, April 4, 1864—9 p. m.
GEN.: Your note of this day evidently, though dated April 5, is just received.
My reconnaissance returned this afternoon, having been absent three days Col.
Anderson was sent up this valley with order to divide his command beyond
Rutledge, sending a portion of it toward Rogersville and the remainder to the
Holston, on the road leading to Bull's Gap, Greeneville, &c. All the citizens
informed him the rebel cavalry had left Rogersville, and all concurred in the



opinion that Longstreet's forces had fallen back, and, as they supposed, with
the intention of leaving the State. A Mr. Smith, a well-known Union man.



LEGEND OF TERMS:

Historical themes: Topics and subject matter that characterize the battlefield including Control of
Tennessee’s Resources, Crucible for Leadership, Guerilla Warfare, Transformation in Warfare,
Enslaved People, and Influence on Campaign. Sites are identified that exhibit themes at moderate
to high levels, and some sites may contain one or more Historical Themes.

Preservation Opportunity Index (POI): A rating assigned for each battlefield to indicate relative
opportunity and potential for successful site preservation. The Index is generated by a model that
evaluates ratings assigned for site significance, condition, risk of loss, protection potential, and
opportunities for interpretation. Based upon the POI values for each region in Tennessee (West,
Middle, East), sites are indicated as having High, Medium, or Low opportunity.

Geo Coordinates: General/central location of the battlefield area per latitude and longitude
coordinates utilized in Google Earth

DO YOU HAVE INFORMATION ON A BATTLE SITE?

Please email us at info@tcwpa.org and we will reach out to you soon. If you have copies of
documents or photos to share, you can include those. If you want to discuss by phone, we will
schedule that too.

HELP US COLLECT INFORMATION TO PRESERVE THESE BATTLEFIELDS

TCWPA's Statewide Preservation Plan team captains are recruiting volunteers to help gather
information about many of the lesser-known sites with hopes of verifying the condition of each site
and identifying opportunities for preservation and interpretation.
If you are interested in helping, please contact TCWPA at info@tcwpa.org .

TCWPA will not publish nor release any confidential information, or the name of the contributor,
unless you request to be recognized.
Thank you!
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