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Memphis-Skirmish

NARRATIVE

On February 9, 1865 a Confederate force near Memphis
attacked and captured a Union wagon train carrying wood that
was escorted by the 2nd Arkansas, 2nd Missouri and 1st Iowa
Cavalry Regiments. Union casulaties were 2 killed, 4 wounded
and 5 taken prisoner.  Property loss included 111 mules.

HISTORICAL THEMES

EXPLANATION OF ATTACHMENTS/VIDEO:

Map and report from Official Records

LINKS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

N/A

COUNTY:

Shelby

DATE:

2/9/1865

GEO COORDINATES:

35.1495° N,
90.0490° W

PRESERVATION
OPPORTUNITY INDEX:

LOW

CONFEDERATE UNITS:

UNION UNITS:

2nd Arkansas
Cavalry
2nd Missouri Cavalry
1st Iowa Cavalry



FEBRUARY 9, 1865.-Skirmish near Memphis, Tenn.
Report of Lieut. Col. Hugh Cameron, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union),
commanding Fourth Brigade, Cavalry Division, District of West Tennessee.
HDQRS. FOURTH BRIGADE, CAVALRY DIVISION, February 9, 1865.
COL.: I have the honor to report that the escort having charge of the wood train
from this brigade was attacked this morning at 8 o'clock about the time it
arrived in the wood-yard one and one-quarter miles outside the pickets by a
party of rebels believed to be seventy-five in number. The escort comprised
seventeen mounted Second Arkansas Cavalry, twelve dismounted Second
Missouri Cavalry, and eleven dismounted First Iowa Cavalry, making forty
men, commanded by Second Lieut. Laban N. Garrett, Company A, Second
Arkansas Cavalry. At 8.30 o'clock I received information by messenger that
the escort had been driven back and the train captured. I at once sent
messengers to division headquarters with the information and for orders and
immediately ordered out all the cavalry of the brigade. My messengers,
returning, met me near the Carr avenue picket about 9 o'clock, bringing orders
for me to pursue the rebels some distance beyond where the train was captured.
I pushed forward as fast as possible ten miles on the rebel trail, but did not



overtake any of any of the party. Had my men been mounted on serviceable
horses I might have overtaken and severely chastised them. The trail was
through the woods in the direction of Hernando, as I followed it. Doctor
Raines, living about one mile west of the Hernando road and ten miles from the
City of Memphis, informed me that the rebel force passed his house on the way
to the wood-yard at 4 a. m. and returned with the captured mules at 9.15 a. m.
in a hurry; that they divided just before they reached his place, thirty-five or
forty passing his house, and the remainder turning to the right and making for a
skirt of timber southwest of his house, though which the Mississippi and
Tennessee Railroad passes.
I abandoned pursuit, satisfied that I could accomplish nothing with my brokendown
horses, and determined to return. Dividing my detachment of sixty-six
men, I ordered Capt. O'Brien back over the road we came with thirty-three
men, and with the remainder I returned by the Hernando road. On reaching the
Hernando road I captured Doctor Gabbert, who said he lived in the vicinity of
Hernando, and supposing that he might give important information I brought
him along. I have turned him and the property captured with him over to the
provost marshal. A negro moving his family to Memphis told me that he
passed a rebel force having a large number of mules with them about twelve
miles from Hernando; he supposed about 11 o'clock. In the encounter at the
wood-yard our casualties were 1 sergeant, Second Arkansas Cavalry killed; 1
man, Second Missouri Cavalry, mortally wounded, and 3 slightly; 1 man, of
the first Iowa Cavalry, severely wounded; 1 man, of the Second Missouri
Cavalry, prisoner; also 5 teamsters, Second Arkansas Cavalry, prisoners. Loss
of property, 111 U. S. mules in harness. Rebel casualties, as far as ascertained,
1 man killed, from whose person was taken, it is reported, a cotton pass dated
February 8, 1865, and a letter containing valuable information. I have delayed
this report, expecting to be able to get said cotton pass and letter and forward
them with it, but have failed. I have placed the lieutenant commanding the
escort in arrest for neglecting to take possession of said papers, and have no
doubt that he deserves to be punished for carelessness and inefficiency; for the
result of his operations in the woodyard, it seems to me, proves him to be both
careless and inefficient.
I have the honor to be, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant,
HUGH CAMERON, Lieut. Col. Second Arkansas Cavalry, Cmdg. Fourth
Brigade.
OR, Ser. I, Vol. 49, pt. I, pp. 37-38.



LEGEND OF TERMS:

Historical themes: Topics and subject matter that characterize the battlefield including Control of
Tennessee’s Resources, Crucible for Leadership, Guerilla Warfare, Transformation in Warfare,
Enslaved People, and Influence on Campaign.  Sites are identified that exhibit themes at moderate
to high levels, and some sites may contain one or more Historical Themes.

Preservation Opportunity Index (POI): A rating assigned for each battlefield to indicate relative
opportunity and potential for successful site preservation.  The Index is generated by a model that
evaluates ratings assigned for site significance, condition, risk of loss, protection potential, and
opportunities for interpretation.  Based upon the POI values for each region in Tennessee (West,
Middle, East), sites are indicated as having High, Medium, or Low opportunity.

Geo Coordinates: General/central location of the battlefield area per latitude and longitude
coordinates utilized in Google Earth

DO YOU HAVE INFORMATION ON A BATTLE SITE?

Please email us at info@tcwpa.org and we will reach out to you soon. If you have copies of
documents or photos to share, you can include those. If you want to discuss by phone, we will
schedule that too.

HELP US COLLECT INFORMATION TO PRESERVE THESE BATTLEFIELDS

TCWPA's Statewide Preservation Plan team captains are recruiting volunteers to help gather
information about many of the lesser-known sites with hopes of verifying the condition of each site
and identifying opportunities for preservation and interpretation.
If you are interested in helping, please contact TCWPA at info@tcwpa.org .

TCWPA will not publish nor release any confidential information, or the name of the contributor,
unless you request to be recognized.
Thank you!
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