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Overall’s Creek-Bell’s
Mills

NARRATIVE

Confederate Gen. William Bate’s division engaged men of the
115th Ohio Infantry stationed in Blockhouse No. 7 protecting the
Nashville & Chattanooga Railroad crossing at Overall Creek. The
Confederates also engaged and drove the Fifth Tennessee (US)
Cavalry across the creek. The retreating Tennesseans met the
Thirteenth Indiana Cavalry and together those units pushed the
Confederates back across the creek holding until Gen. Robert
Milroy arrived with a makeshift brigade. The Union forces held
the Confederates at bay and withdrew back to Fortress
Rosecrans at 9 PM.

HISTORICAL THEMES

EXPLANATION OF ATTACHMENTS/VIDEO:

N/A

LINKS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

N/A

COUNTY:

Rutherford

DATE:

12/4/1864

GEO COORDINATES:

36.022239° N,
86.591964° W

PRESERVATION
OPPORTUNITY INDEX:

MEDIUM

CONFEDERATE UNITS:

Brig. Gen. William
Bate’s Division

UNION UNITS:

115th Ohio Infantry
5th Tennessee
Cavalry
13th Indianan
Brig. Gen. Robert
Milroy’s Brigade



Report of Col. Gilbert M. L. Johnson, Thirteenth Indiana Cavalry, of operations
December 4-9, 1864.

HDQRS. THIRTEENTH INDIANA CAVALRY, Murfreesborough, Tenn., December 10,
1864.

SIR: In compliance with orders received in communication dated headquarters,
Murfreesborough, December 5, 1864, I have the honor to report that, in accordance
with verbal orders received from Maj.-Gen. Rousseau on the evening of December
3, 1864, I took up the line of march with my command on the morning of December
4, 1864, toward La Verge, with the view of camping that night at that point. Upon
reaching a point some three miles distant from this place I met a detachment of the
Fifth Tennessee Cavalry, which had been stationed at Overall's Creek, retiring upon
this point, being pursuer by the enemy. I ordered the captain in charge of the same
to deploy his men as skirmishers on the left of the road, at the same time throwing
a company of my command on the right, and proceeded in this manner one mile to
the creek, the enemy's skirmishers falling back to the opposite bank. A brisk
skirmish was kept up, the creek intervening, the enemy at the same time opening



on us with three pieces of artillery. At this time I addressed a communication to the
general commanding, of which the following is a copy:

HDQRS. THIRTEENTH INDIANA CAVALRY, Overall's Creek, December 4, 1864.
Maj.-Gen. ROUSSEAU: GEN.: I am holding the skirmish line at Overall's Creek. The
enemy exposed a line double to mine; reported moving column on my right flank;
have used three pieces of artillery on me; also reported the same to by used on the
blockhouse. Slight loss; skirmishing rapid; await orders; artillery moving toward
their rear on the pike. Heavy artillery firing distinctly heard in the direction of
Nashville. I shall endeavor to cross the creek.

I am, sir, your obedient servant, G. M. L. JOHNSON, Col. Thirtieth Indiana Cavalry.



LEGEND OF TERMS:

Historical themes: Topics and subject matter that characterize the battlefield including Control of
Tennessee’s Resources, Crucible for Leadership, Guerilla Warfare, Transformation in Warfare,
Enslaved People, and Influence on Campaign.  Sites are identified that exhibit themes at moderate
to high levels, and some sites may contain one or more Historical Themes.

Preservation Opportunity Index (POI): A rating assigned for each battlefield to indicate relative
opportunity and potential for successful site preservation.  The Index is generated by a model that
evaluates ratings assigned for site significance, condition, risk of loss, protection potential, and
opportunities for interpretation.  Based upon the POI values for each region in Tennessee (West,
Middle, East), sites are indicated as having High, Medium, or Low opportunity.

Geo Coordinates: General/central location of the battlefield area per latitude and longitude
coordinates utilized in Google Earth

DO YOU HAVE INFORMATION ON A BATTLE SITE?

Please email us at info@tcwpa.org and we will reach out to you soon. If you have copies of
documents or photos to share, you can include those. If you want to discuss by phone, we will
schedule that too.

HELP US COLLECT INFORMATION TO PRESERVE THESE BATTLEFIELDS

TCWPA's Statewide Preservation Plan team captains are recruiting volunteers to help gather
information about many of the lesser-known sites with hopes of verifying the condition of each site
and identifying opportunities for preservation and interpretation.
If you are interested in helping, please contact TCWPA at info@tcwpa.org .

TCWPA will not publish nor release any confidential information, or the name of the contributor,
unless you request to be recognized.
Thank you!
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